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Welcome to the third and final edition of our English newsletter this       

academic year. What a busy year we have had!  

A newsletter full of information and ideas to help your child become a   

better reader and writer.  

Reading 
 

“Small, daily acts of reading matter”  
This is the message from Alex Quigley who is an expert on ‘closing the reading 

gap’.  
 

At Hatfield Peverel Infant School, we support your child to make daily reading a 

habit. In school, we provide many opportunities to read not only in Group 

Guided Reading sessions but also through Early Morning Activities, independent 

learning times and through cross curricular work. Thank you for supporting us 

with this and recording your child’s reads in their reading diary.  

Some of our children have shared that they like to read:  

 As soon as they get home, with a drink and a snack. 

 Before bed, to wind down and get away from screens. 

Together with a parent or grandparent. 

With siblings after tea. 

Before school starts in the morning. 

In the car. 

  

Talk to your child about when is best for you and your family and help them 

timetable in that precious time every day. You will see the difference it makes!  

New Reading Record Books 

From September, we will be introducing new Reading 

Record Books across the school from Reception to Year 2. 

As well as being able to log reading progress, these books 

include spaces for targets, books the children would like 

to read, words they need to know, parent, teacher and 

children’s comments, book reviews and space for finding 

out the meaning of new words.   



 

Reading reminders! 

Mystery Readers 

We still need your support with Mystery Reader in September. A letter will 

come out at the beginning of the year with more details. All we ask is that 

you bring in and read aloud a favourite picture book to the class. This will 

help share a LOVE of reading to all the children. Because this is a MYSTERY, 

we would like all information to be kept secret from your child, including 

the date you are coming and the picture book you will be reading. The 

children love guessing who the mystery reader is each week! If you would 

like to join in with the mystery, but need help choosing a book, we are happy to 

help. Please contact your child’s class teacher if you have five minutes to spare one 

afternoon! 

Oswald! 

Oswald is still a big hit with the children in school. In order to borrow 

Oswald for the weekend, we ask that your child reads 5 days in a row and 

this is clearly marked in the Reading Record Book.  Your child also needs to 

be able to talk about the books that they have read. They will receive a 

reading champion sticker and be put into a draw to receive ’Oswald’ the 

reading owl for the weekend. They can then share stories together. Each 

class has an ‘Oswald’ the reading owl. It is important to write entries in the 

Reading Record Book when you have heard your child read as your child can also 

gain additional stickers, certificates and book prizes. 

 

‘Reading Buddy’ time with the Year 3 children. 
As part of the transition arrangements for 

the Year 2 children, ‘reading buddy’ times 

have been timetabled with Year 3 

children. The Year 2 children have had the 

opportunity to visit St. Andrew’s Junior 

School to share a variety of books. They 

had the opportunity to talk about their 

favourite books, discussing characters and 

story setting as well as making 

predictions and improving their inference 

skills! 

 



Website news! 

The reading and writing pages on our website have been updated. 

Please take a look!  

 

 Writing 

Spotlight on Reception 

This term, Ruby and Opal class have been doing some lovely writing about ‘Handa’s 

Surprise’. They did an experience day based on smelling and tasting the different 

fruits and then they applied their phonic knowledge to write descriptive words and 

sentences about the fruit from the story.  

The reading page includes: 

• Information regarding how we 

organise our reading in school 

• Buzz words 

• Comprehension questions for all 

year groups 

• Phonics booklet 

• Reading fluency booklet 

• Recommended reading lists for 

each year group 

• Key Stage one reading menu 

 

The writing page includes: 

• Information about ‘The Write 

Stuff’ (‘Fantastics’) approach 

• Writing Rainbow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Buzz words 

Hatfield Peverel Library Summer Reading Challenge 

The Summer Reading Challenge 2022 is at your 
local library this year. Together with The Reading 
Agency, they are excited to introduce Gadgeteers. 
It runs from Saturday 16th July to Saturday 3rd 
September. It is open to all children, free of 
charge. 

What do your kids love doing? Are they a brilliant 
baker? Or a mega music fan? Are they the tech 
wizards amongst their friends? Whatever their 
talents or interests, they can join the Gadgeteers for the Summer Reading 
Challenge. 
Children are being asked to read six books to help the Gadgeteers - After reading 
their books they earn their Gadgeteers certificate and medal. Happy reading! 



Summer Writing Bingo! Complete a line horizontally or vertically. Have fun! 

A note (and a request) from Mrs Fairbairn! 

Thank you for all the support you have given the school this year with regards to 

promoting reading and writing. We all appreciate it! We have introduced a lot this 

year including Oswald the Owl, Mystery reader in all year groups, new website 

information and of course, the addition of these  termly newsletters! We hope to 

continue with these and more next year! 

We still need your help! We would like to ask for  volunteers (parents of 

Grandparents) please for not only Mystery Reader but also to listen to children 

read in school. If you have a spare morning or afternoon (or even an hour), have a 

love of sharing books, then please contact the school office as soon as possible. 

We would love to hear from you! 

Wishing you a wonderful Summer holiday. Keep reading and writing! 

Mrs Fairbairn (English Lead) 

Book recommendation by Mrs Sapiano 

I have about a million favourite books but a favourite at the moment 

is "My Naughty Little Sister" by Shirley Hughes. I remember a teacher 

reading it to the class when I was at school and I recently enjoyed 

reading it to my own children. It's endearingly old-fashioned and very 

funny.  Definitely a firm favourite of mine!  

Make a thank you 

card for someone 

Write a bucket list 

of things that you 

want to do 

Write 3 jokes 

Write down a 

recipe and then 

make it! 

Go the the beach 

and write in the 

sand 

Write notes for 

your family and 

hide them under 

their pillows 

Write under the 

stars! 

Go to the park. 

Hide some 

treasure and write 

clues for a friend 

or grown up. Can 

they find the 

treasure? 

Create a finny 

poem or story to 

make your friends 

laugh 

Make a creature 

from recycled 

materials and 

write facts about 

it 

Write a song 

about something 

that you did this 

Summer 

Write sentences 

with a stick and 

some mud! 
FREE 

Make a list of all 

the people that 

you know 

Write a book 

review about the 

best book you 

have read over the 

Summer holiday 

Write a letter to 

your new teacher 

Should the 

Summer be 

longer? Write a 

letter to Mrs Gurr 

to convince her! 

Write 5 facts 

about your 

favourite sport 

Write sentences 

on the patio with 

water and 

paintbrushes 

Create travel tips 

for your favourite 

place that you 

visited in the 

Summer holidays 

Describe your 

favourite place to 

be in the Summer 

Write about your 

best day ever! 

Make a list of 

your ten favourite 

things in the 

world 

Write an acrostic 

poem. Use a word 

related to Summer 

What do you wish 

people would stop 

doing! Write about 

it! 


